
United Way of Northern Shenandoah Valley – United Way of 
Page County Merger FAQ 
 

Will there be a new entity? No, as of October 1st, 2017 the United Way of Page County will 
officially dissolve and United Way of Northern Shenandoah Valley (UWNSV) will assume the 
geographic region of Page County as an addition to their current territory of Clarke, Frederick 
County, Shenandoah County and the City of Winchester.  

How was this decision made?  United Way Page County and UWNSV have worked closely to 
come to a decision that benefits both communities. Recognizing the benefit to the community, 
United Way Page County started the discussion with UWNSV about the possibilities of merging 
into a larger, well established United Way, with staff and volunteer resources that could 
support growing community needs. Ultimately, board members for both United Ways made the 
decision. Companies that are located in both United Ways were consulted for feedback and all 
felt that the decision would be beneficial and were supportive. It has also been endorsed by 
United Way Worldwide. 

Will there still be a local board of directors for Page County? No, UWNSV will reserve spots on 
their board of 24 members that will serve as representatives for Page County ensuring there is 
jurisdictional representation as they do with all the jurisdictions served through UWNSV. 
UWNSV will establish a local advisory board consisting of former United Way Page County 
board members and other community representatives to help support the transition and guide 
the work of UWNSV in Page County.  

What will happen between now and then?  In the coming months, the two United Ways will 
work together to create the best possible system by building on the strengths of all partners.   

How will this affect the campaign? The merger will enable United Way to serve donors in an 
even more efficient manner. Given the full time staffing support already in place at UWNSV, we 
hope to be able to grow the campaign in Page County in order to serve a growing number of 
community needs. The only change employees should see in the campaign is that UWNSV 
pledge cards and campaign materials are used. Employees will have the opportunity to support 
our United Way Impact Grant Program or designate directly to their charity (must be a 501(c)3) 
of their choice.   

How will this affect our corporate donors? Our new model will allow us to provide a richer, 
more rewarding donor experience. Previously, several corporate and workplace donors 
interacted with both United Ways. By becoming one, UWNSV will offer a seamless experience 
for those donors. 

Will this affect the distribution of funds?  Yes, the distribution of funds will follow the already 
well established system put in place by UWNSV. The Community Impact Grant Program 
(formerly the Venture Grant Program), was established in 2003 by UWNSV to focus resources 



on the priority health and human care needs in our community. Grant funds are aimed at new 
or high need programs.  Program grant reviews are undertaken annually by the Fund 
Distribution Committee. Panel members represent the contributing public and help to ensure 
that donated funds are well spent. More information can be found on our website: 
http://www.unitedwaynsv.org/community-impact-grants Please contact UWNSV if you would 
like to volunteer as part of the Fund Distribution Committee! 

Extensive training for local non-profit agencies wishing to apply for funds will be done once the 
merger is official. The application process doesn’t start until January of 2018 (after the 2017 
campaign is complete), so Page County agencies will have plenty of time to gain insight and 
expertise into the new distribution process.  

As mentioned above, in addition to the option to support the Community Impact Grant 
Program, donors have the option to designate to their charity of choice, by indicating that on 
their pledge cards.  

Will money raised continue to be used locally? Yes, the intent of the donor is first and 
foremost. Money raised in local communities will continue to be used to serve local 
communities.  Along with raising funds, community volunteers will continue to assess needs, 
review agencies, and make local recommendations. 

What are the concerns re: merging? There may be concerns about losing local voice of our 
communities, or losing the local impact in our areas.  We have worked hard to address the 
varying needs of diverse local communities while at the same time addressing more effectively 
the common needs of all communities.  

Was the decision to merge unanimous?  The organizations had to make their respective 
decisions based on what each believed was in the best interest for those it serves.  Ultimately, 
the decision was unanimous.  

How do I get more information? If you are on social media, please follow us on Facebook, 
Twitter and Instagram. There is also a lot of information on our website – 
www.unitedwaynsv.org including a staff and board listing.  

How do I get involved? Call or email us!! We want as much local involvement as possible, this 
will help us best serve this community!  

http://www.unitedwaynsv.org/community-impact-grants
http://www.unitedwaynsv.org/

